History of the Academy of the Environment
Mission Statement:  The Academy of the Environment will address the complex, interdisciplinary environmental issues facing modern society by facilitating interactions across traditional academic disciplines, offering interdisciplinary training programs, and coordinating environmental research and service programs across department, school and college lines. 

Environmental Programs Enhancement Committee (EPEC)

· EPEC committee established resulting from President Adams’ speech, 1999

· EPEC report (2000) recommending 

· College of Environment and Design

· Academy of the Environment

· Follow-on committees recommended establishing Academy of the Environment (2000-2005)
· Draft proposal for establishment of Academy (Jan 2005)

· Co-Interim Directors appointed (July 2005)

· Executive Committee for Academy formed (August 2005)
Objectives of the Academy of the Environment

· Develop and support faculty interest groups to focus expertise in core environmental areas and provide a venue for interdisciplinary interaction

· Develop interdisciplinary research within and beyond the university aimed at environmental problems

· Promote excellence in undergraduate and graduate training programs in the environment
· Develop and maintain a highly visible and up-to-date information and contact center on environmental education, research, outreach and public service at the University. 
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